INTRODUCTION
Surha Tal (Surha lake) is a perennial lake, located about 13 km north of Ballia town and at distance of about 435 km. from Lucknow. It covers an area of about 20 sq. miles i.e. 9450 acres. In summer, this area shrinks to about 2774 acre. The exposed area of 6676 acre is used for cultivation, during winter and summer of the year. This bed becomes very fertile after the rainy season, as the inflowing water from the surrounding area and from the river Ganges brings and deposits humus soil which settles down at the bottom. Amongst the crop grown in this area are mainly jassuria, paddy and cereals like, arhar, gram, pea etc. The approaching roads to Surha Tal are BalliaBansdih road on east, Ballia-Sikandarpur road on west and Bansdih-Sukhapura road on north Fig. 1 . Surha Tal is irregular in shape and many shelve like projections of land can be seen on its east and south banks. The other sides are somewhat regular and round. The Tal receives waters from river Ganges by three small streams i.e. Madhaha, Gararai and Katethar-nala. The Katehar-nala is a very zig-zag water stream of about 15 km in length. It leaves the lake on the eastern side and then curves to south west, passing west to Ballia town and falling into river Ganges a mile below its present confluence with the river Sarju. The Katehar-nala is mostly dry during summer and in the winter months has a sluggish current. However, during the rains, it swells to a large size, either forming an escape for the water of the lake, or else, when the Ganges is high, reversing its action and pouring the water of the river into lake.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The study was carried out during April, 2006 to March, 2008 . The fishes were collected by cast net, gill net and different kind of fish catching appliances and device with the help of fisherman. They were fixed in 5% formalin. Fishes were identified with the help of Day (1878 Day ( , 1889 , Srivastava (1968 , 80), Datta Munshi et al. (1979 , Jayaram (1981), Datta Munshi and Srivastava (1988) , Talwar and Jhigran (1991) and Menon (1992) and confirmed from NBFGR, Lucknow and Zoological Survey India, Kolkata . Tetraodon cutcutia (Hamilton, 1822) Galphulani Table 1 . Cont.
